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They say adolescence is an ungrateful age. | wonder for whom.

For the teens, | suppose, who no longer find adults who understand their torments. The feeling of
ingratitude must also affect the parents, still attached to the childhood years of their offspring,
and stunned to see them suddenly so different.

Perhaps adolescence is simply complex, made of confusion, of tenderness of a desperate intensity,
of spontaneous and fulgurating violence. Of wounds, as life inevitably imposes.

Today, the headwinds of the world are stirring and bumping into each other. The impulses of
benevolence and the polarizing rages run alongside. It is as if we are witnessing a collective
moment of generalized, planetary adolescence.

At the end of the road, there will hopefully be some form of resolution after the chaos. Or, at
least, the hope that all this turmoil will not have been unleashed in vain.
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Courville is an ambitious and intimate semi-autobiographical work by the wizard of modern theater
direction, Robert LEPAGE, following his one-man show 887. The story takes place in Canada,
1975, in the now non-existent Courville. Simon, just 17 years old, has his own room in the basement
of a bungalow. In his circle are a widowed mother mixed up with a shifty uncle, an involuntary
and painfully permanent tattoo on his chest, a female friend who woos him without much success,
and a poorly educated athletic male friend. In this ukiyo-e of youth, Simon's life is marked by the
torments of sexual awakening, the gaze of others, and obsession with appearance, as well as the
social unrest that ensues.

The characters on stage are played by puppets inspired by the Japanese bunraku. LEPAGE described
his adolescence as somewhat gloomy, so he wanted to look at this conflicting stage of life with a
more mature perspective. He believes injecting adolescent memories and emotions into the inanimate
puppets will lead to sublimated and honest storytelling. In addition to being a formal experiment,
Courville also displays an abundance of technological wizardry. The play utilizes a double-layered
platform that allows the scenes to switch smoothly between Simon's basement and the outside
world (ground floor, township, school, street, swimming pool, etc.) An adolescent ordeal and
inquiry, combined with puppets, stage machinery, lighting, and projections, Courville is an inventive
and dazzling visual spectacle.
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The multidisciplinary artist Robert LEPAGE is all at once an actor, a director, a playwright and a
stage director. Hailed by international critics, his original, contemporary and unusual works,
inspired by recent history, transcend borders and challenge the standards of scenic writing,
particularly through the use of new technologies.

The year 1994 marked an important step in his career: he founded Ex Machina, a multidisciplinary
creation company of which he is the artistic director. Also under his leadership, the multidisciplinary
production center, La Caserne, was created in June 1997, in Quebec City. This last creative space
saw the birth of almost all of Ex Machina’s productions until 2019.

His most significant works include, the plays, The Seven Streams of the River Ota and The Dragons’
Trilogy; his solos, The Far Side of the Moon and 887; the operas, The Damnation of Faust and WAGNER's
Der Ring des Nibelungen; his multimedia works, The Image Mill and The Library at Night, and with
Cirque du Soleil, KA and TOTEM.
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Led by artistic director Robert LEPAGE, Ex Machina creates, produces and disseminates
multidisciplinary artistic works, most often theatrical.

The company brings together creators from several fields of activity and offers a broad
range of artistic production: original plays written and performed solo or collectively, plays
based on existing texts, productions in which various disciplines (dance, music, museology)
mingle with theater, operas and multimedia productions featuring a predominantly technological
dimension. Ex Machina mainly develops its shows in the city of Quebec, and then presents
them abundantly in Quebec, Canada and elsewhere in the Americas, Europe, Asia and Oceania.

The multilingualism, the massive use of images, the reversal of perspective, the variations
in scale, the use of narrative codes borrowed from the cinema and the use of technological
tools aim to spark meaning and emotion, reflecting a desire to poeticize theatrical expression.
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4RI ~ BE=EEA8 ~ B Written, Designed and Directed by | 288 - #1143 Robert LEPAGE
W& 2348 22 A) B35 Design and Creative Director | 2735k - #aEgIH Steve BLANCHET
BhIBAELR Assistant Director | ERBZEHT - 18B& Francis BEAULIEU
& Performed by | BFJ4ERT - #5248 Olivier NORMAND
12{B8M Puppeteers | 35RE - TT81E - AI7R3R4F Marie-Claude LABRECQUE »

EFRHTIL - ZB{AF =t Wellesley ROBERTSON IIl «

E7T - B S Martin VAILLANCOURT
BHIBEE ARt Associate Set Designer | E3%(% « f& K, Ariane SAUVE
BBk s+ B 8U4F Puppet Design and Building | & - Z# - 184F Jean-Guy WHITE ~ fE# - {884F Céline WHITE
ERhEZ ZE8 5t Composer and Sound Designer | & - #15k Mathieu DOYON
e85t Image Designer | SERITEHT - #EE AT Félix FRADET-FAGUY
y&Y¢a8 5t Lighting Designer | B4 - #8%HE Nicolas DESCOTEAUX
AR¥E3% 5t Costume Designer | #/E - 1523 Virginie LECLERC
A%t Properties Designer | ¥ - $itLERE Jeanne LAPIERRE
SUELRIR Production Manager | Marie-Pierre GAGNE
FfirisE (BI¥E) Technical Director - Creation | Olivier BOURQUE, Catherine GUAY
BU{EBHIE Production Assistant | Véronique ST-JACQUES
#EAEE (BfE) Stage Manager - Creation | Christian GARON
12 {BEMA| {ERERS Artistic Consultant - Puppeteers | Martin GENEST
1EH24% 2% Special Effects - Makeup | Eléne PEARSON
JEBRERE Wig - Narrator | Richard HANSEN
HCGEASIE Tour Manager | Marylise GAGNON
FAtiHsE (¥&E) Technical Director - Touring | Olivier BOURQUE
#8855 Stage Manager | Francis BEAULIEU
E B FAMIFE Head Stagehand | Jean-Félix LABRIE
B MRS Lighting Manager | Benoit BRUNET-POIRIER
BG4 E Video Manager | Maxime PAINCHAUD
SERMHHZE Sound Manager | Stanislas ELIE
BYE - BRELEEIE B BIE Puppets, Costume & Props Manager | Emilie POTVIN, Carol Ann CHARETTE
4 %.(F Set Building | Astuce DECORS, Conception-Alain GAGNE, Unisson
45 Scenic Painting | Amélie TREPANIER
£2 8 8E1 77 Set Building Collaborators | Geneviéve BOURNIVAL, Anne Marie BUREAU, Carol Ann CHARETTE,

Marianne Ferland DUTIL, Maude GROLEAU, Cécile LEFEBVRE, Mariana MANZANO,
Marie McNICOLL, Luce PELLETIER, Noemie RICHARD, Emilg WAHLMAN
S 545 EE% 5T Additional Images Design | Martin PARE, Maxim BOISSEAU
BREEBLE Costume Building | Par Apparat confection créative
EYBEL1E 1) Puppet Building Collaborators | Carole WHITE, Camille McMILLAN, Héléne RENAUD,
Annabelle ROY, Isabelle FRENETTE

S 4R R TE Music Copyright Clearance | Delphine SAINT-MARCOUX, La Négo
BEAZAD A Director's Agent | Lynda BEAULIEU
4% 71 Rk:5 Acknowledgments | Claire BOURQUE, Frédéric DESROCHES, Dr. Michel LABRECQUE, Richard LOISELLE
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Lifted (SCOTT) ©Published by Strung Out Songs ®Long Tale Recordings (p)
Performed by Jools SCOTT

Sonar (SCOTT) ©Published by Strung Out Songs ®Long Tale Recordings
Performed by Jools SCOTT

Cave Under the Sofa (SCOTT) ©Published by Strung Out Songs ®Long Tale Recordings
Performed by Jools SCOTT

Aspirations (Gentle Giant: Kerry Churchill MINNEAR, Derek Victor SHULMAN, Raymond SHULMAN)
© Alucard Pubg Ltd ® WWA Records, 1974

Child in time (Deep Purple: Richard BLACKMORE, lan GILLAN, Roger GLOVER, Jon LORD, lan Anderson PAICE)
© Henrees Music Co, EMI Blackwood Music Canada LTD ® Parlophone Records, 1970

Starless (King Crimson: William Scott BRUFORD, David Francis CROSS, Robert FRIPP, John Kenneth WETTON)
© EMI United Partnership Ltd, Unart Music Ltd, EMI Backwood Music Canada, Universal Music MGB Limited,
Universal Music Publishing Canada, Warner Bros Inc, Warner-Chappell Music Canada Ltd

® Island Records Ltd, 1974

The Joker (Steve Miller band: Steven Haworth MILLER, Eddie CURTIS, Ahmet ERTEGUN)
© Rooster Jim Music Co, Sailor-Music, Casablanca Media Publishing, Cotillon Music Inc., Canadiana Music
® Capitol Records, 1973

Oui parait-il (Pierre LETOURNEAU, Yves MARTIN)
© Les éditions lohann ® Les Disques Campus, 1974

Corrente francese in G Minor ® ATMA Classique, 2015 (Le livre de luth de Gioseppe Antonio DONI)
Performed by Sylvain BERGERON

Corrente francese en C mineur ® ATMA Classique, 2015 (Le livre de luth de Gioseppe Antonio DONI)
Performed by Sylvain BERGERON

N'oublie jamais (Raymond BERTHIAUME, 1954)

The lazy game (Louis DELACOURT, Pierre PORTE)
© Kapagama, Canpub APM, Creasound ® Mondiophone, 1973

Demain nous appartient (Stéphane VENNE) © Les éditions Musicobec ® Les disques Mérite

Brise d'automne, Rosier-feuilles, Kitchnumbi No.4,
Marcel BARBEAU, used with the permission of Ninon GAUTHIER

La Chute Montmorency, Québec (1833) The Lower City of Quebec from the Parapet of Upper City (1833), Le Pont de
glace entre Québec et la pointe De Lévy, en 1831, L'Hopital général de Québec vu de a riviere Saint-Charles gelée
(1830), La Place du marché, Québec (1829 ou 1830), LAnse au Foulon, Sillery (1830?), Québec vu de Beauport en
hiver (18307?), James Pattison COCKBURN

Ice Birds, a film by Marc HEBERT (1978), National Film Board of Canada

Ce soir, with Bernard Derome, 1976, October 18th, (excerpts), Archives Radio-Canada
Soirée électorale du 15 novembre 1976 (excerpts), Archives Radio-Canada

Election Advertising, Parti Québécois (1976)

Election Advertising, Quebec Liberal Party (1976)

1234 8E A Producer for Ex Machina | Michel BERNATCHEZ
WEME (B ~ B7K) Associate Production - Europe, Japan | Epidemic (Richard CASTELLI assisted by Florence BERTHAUD)

HRRE (EN - BREAINZIEME BN ~ 41758I) Associate Production - The Americas, Asia (except Japan), Australia,
New Zealand | Menno Plukker Theatre Agent (Menno PLUKKER, assisted by Magdalena MARSZALEK and Isaie RICHARD )

HFE)SUE Co-production | HIEEBKREMT{EH 0 National Kaohsiung Center for the Arts (Weiwuying)

ErhEZKIEIFE National Taichung Theater ~ %1558 T #8A BIRk Le Diamant, Quebec City
SEERE N N LLAIRR Le Volcan - Scéne Nationale du Havre
SREIE I E 2 BIFk La Comeéte -Scéne Nationale de Chalons-en-Champagne

FEEYZ Surtitle Translation | &)\ TAI Hsiao-han
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