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In Taiwan, the gods go on parade through the streets each year, accompanied by performances at
temples and barrages of firecrackers and fireworks. These cultural aspects are deeply ingrained into

the memories and hearts of Taiwanese people.

Created by National Award for Arts-winner and reputed choreographer HO Hsiao-mei, the piece
is full of a sense of mystery and fantasy. Dancers are mounted atop tall platforms (much like in
traditional puppetry), appearing at different times as idols, dolls, and people. Much like during
performances of mobile stages at temples, the performers look at times like gods high above the
audience, while at other times, they come down to us as common mortals. The piece gives off that
feeling of celebration and being swallowed up in a crowd that characterizes temple events as well
as a sense of reverence for the gods, manifesting both HO's inner exploration and her concern for
Taiwanese culture. The piece closes the usual distance between audience and performer as the
former is welcomed onto the stage into the surreal atmosphere, augmenting the sensual experience
and the imagination, giving you a unique taste of immersive theater. Also, the music is a good

representation of Taiwan's cultural inclusiveness, as it includes Japanese folk music, Hoklo music,



songs by local rock legend Wu Bai, and occasional embellishments of Western orchestral music. In

all, itis a cornucopia of varied audio-visual stimulation.

Looking at her whole career, New Paradise of Silent Island is the piece HO is most proud of. It has
been invited to international art festivals in Hong Kong and Japan, receiving high acclaim with each
performance. So while resonating with Taiwanese audiences, it has also served as a vehicle to bring

the charm of Taiwanese culture abroad.
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Founded in 2010 by Taiwanese choreographer HO Hsiao-mei, a renowned expert in creating
surreal images, MeimageDance's works feature a strong visual and cultural style. Since 2011,
MeimageDance has started the program "New Choreographer Project,” inviting prominent
choreographers who live and travel abroad back home to create, to perform, and to share their
adventurous experiences. Positioned as the "cradle for dancers,” MeimageDance continues offering
chances for outstanding dancers. The project hopes to nurture talented choreographers who have
both international perspectives and local characteristics, and to carry forward the promotion and

preservation of artistic education.
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Artistic Director and Choreographer | HO Hsiao-mei

Producer Consultant | LIN Chia-feng

Producer | YANG Chih-hsin

Project Coordination | HUANG Ying-ru

Acting Coach | KUO Jing-hong

Rehearsal Director | CHEN Ying-chih

Performers | YU Chein-hung, CHANG Kuo-wei, HSU Chen-wei, LAl Yi-shan, HO Ting-i, HSU Pei-jia, LI Chun, TSOU Ying-Llin,
LINANG Ching-yu, WU Ying-fang, CHANG Ching-i, CHEN Ying-chih

TLBE Brass Musician | HSU Shao-chia (Saxophone)

Lighting Design | TSAQ An-huei

Lighting Design Assistant | CHANG Shao-yun

Costume Design | ZENG Tien-yu, HSU Yu-chia(Reproduce), YU Cheng-zong(Reproduce)

Costume Design Assistant | CHUNG Wen-feng

Music Design | CHEN Yang, Betty Apple(Reproduce)

Prop Design | Hozen Plan Co., LTD, Shin sheng Opera Troupe

Stage Manager | CHEN Cheng-hua

Assistant Stage Manager | TSAI I-yun

Post-Production Crew | YANG Yao-jhen, Marbo WU, Y.C. LEE, Claire PAOQ, Eric HA
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