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Inspired by a story from the Dunhuang Bianwen (aka transformation texts) Taizong Entering the
Underground World, playwright CHEN Chien-hsing boldly fictionalizes a trip to the underworld
made by Empress WU to offer a different interpretation of the history of the Tang Dynasty.

In this play, Empress WU no longer faced the intricate and changeable national affairs in the
court but instead the complicated relations in the royal family. She was forced to live with the
LI family, with overarching parents-in law (Taizong Li Shi-min and Queen Zhang-sun) above her,
sons (Li Hong and Li Xian) in their rebellious period below her, and she had a husband (Gaozong
Li Zhi) who always honored his parents. A feast in the royal family with three generations reflects
the eternal predicament encountered by all women in history.

TANG Mei-yun, winner of the National Award for Arts, vividly portrays the unutterable situations
of the empress with subtlety, while TANG Wen-hua, the leading actor of Guo Guang Opera
Company, makes his crossover debut in the field of Taiwanese opera. In addition, "Eternal Actress”
XU Xiu-nian and "Living National Treasure" Hsiao-mi further leads outstanding youth performers
such as LI Wen-xun, LIN Fang-yi, ZENG Mei-ping and DU Jian-wei to jointly present this grand
production in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the founding of the Tang Mei Yun Taiwanese
Opera Company.
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Tang Mei Yun Taiwanese Opera Company has entered its 25th year with its head held high and
has always aimed at the idea of "inheriting tradition and fostering innovation." The company is
committed to elevating traditional opera to the level of fine art. This who-else-but-me sense of
mission drives the troupe to actively engage in cross-boundary cooperation and the cultivation of
talents. Through joint performance with senior and outstanding actors from different fields, the
troupe hopes to transform the public stereotype of Taiwanese opera with various ingenuity and
creativity, and attract the old, middle, and young generations to let the prosperity of Taiwanese
opera reappear.
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One Song Orchestra is the one and only professional orchestra in Taiwan that values local music
culture. It only performs music written by Taiwanese composers, or music written with Taiwanese
materials. The mission of the Orchestra is to enrich classical music with Taiwanese culture and

to revitalize Taiwanese music with classical music practices - echoing the power of culture,"more
local, more global".
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Artistic Director & Producer | TANG Mei-yun
Director | DAl Jun-fang

Playwright | CHEN Jian-xing

Music Designer & Conductor | LI Zhe-yi
Orchestra | One Song Orchestra

Stage Designer | Samuel WANG
Projection Designer | WANG Yei-sheng
Lighting Designer | QIU Yi-xin

Vocal Composer | CHEN Xin-han
Costume Designer | LIN Shi-chang
Choreographer | ZHANG Xiao-feng
Photographer | CAl Rong-feng

Stage Manager | FANG Mei-cian

Cast | TANG Mei-yun, TANG Wen-hua (Guest Actor), XU Xiu-nian,
Hsiao-mi, LI Wen-xun, LIN Fang-yi, ZENG Mei-ping, DU Jian-wei,
LI Jia, WU Min-zhen, FAN Xin-yu,WU Yi-zhen, ZHU Nian-wei,
SU Bo-rui, LIANG Fang-yu & Tang Mei Yun Taiwanese Opera Company

Audio Description Designer | WU Yi-ying

Touch Tour Designer | LIN Ming-hui

Touch tour& Audio description is provided for this program on 9.25 Sun.
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